
Who are the oath keepers? 

    The oath keepers are individuals we know not by name but by their actions.  This group of 

individuals has a commitment that all our elected officials should embrace.  The organization is a 

non-partisian association of which the members consist of a compilation of current and former 

military individuals, police and first responders who take an oath to “defend the Constitution 

against all enemies, foreign and domestic.  The oath as identified within this organization is 

mandated by Article VI of the Constitution.  The content of Article VI is provided below:  The 

oath being taken is not to the politicians but to the Constitution.  

“All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, 

shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; 

and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be 

the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in 

the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several 

States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test 

shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.” 

Who are Oath Keepers?  It is anyone who takes the Constitution seriously, and wants to preserve 

and defend it.  

     The founding documents of this organization should not surprise anyone.  These documents 

are listed below: 

 

Pre-founding – The Magna Carta 

Declaration of Independence 

Articles of Confederation 

Constitution of the United States of America 

Bill of rights. 

Below are the various oaths that those serving our country either in a military capacity or as an 

individual citizen. 

Military Enlisted Oath 

I, (NAME), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 

to the same; and that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of 

the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice. So help me God.  



 

Military Officers Oath 

I, [name], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 

to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 

evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 

to enter. So help me God 

While the enlisted oath does contain a pledge to obey the orders of the President and of 

commanding officers, that is still preceded by a pledge to “defend the Constitution,” and is also 

qualified by the requirement that such orders be  “according to regulations and the Uniform Code 

of Military Justice.”    Any order, by anyone, that is not constitutional or according to 

regulations, is unlawful and military personnel are not obligated to follow such orders – and, in 

fact, are obligated to refuse. 

Oath for federal employees 

I, [name], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 

to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 

evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 

to enter. So help me God. As Federal civil servants, we take an oath of office by which we swear 

to support and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. The Constitution not 

only establishes our system of government, it actually defines the work role for Federal 

employees. 

 

We have many federal employees who must take this oath when accepting a position with the 

federal government.  Many individuals may not realize that an oath is required when accepting a 

position for the federal government.   

 

Federal Judiciary Oaths 

 

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will administer justice without respect to persons, 

and do equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge 

and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as (office) under the Constitution and laws of the 

United States. [So help me God.]
 

 

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 

to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 



evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 

to enter. [So help me God. 

 

The above oaths and the offices they represent show a commitment by the individuals in those 

positions to honor the Constitution.  The Constitution is the law of the land and in it there are 

rights we as individuals have.  With regards to federal employees such as our senators and 

representatives the oath should be honored to not only defend the Constitution but there actions 

should be in agreement with the Constitution not their political party affiliation.  This 

organization takes the initiative to reach out to current military and veterans to remind them of 

their oaths and to teach them about the Constitution.  This initiative is to remind them about their 

oath and inspire them to defend it.  We as individuals can be a part of this organization or their 

commitment to the Constitution.  There are membership options which can be found on their 

website oathkeepers.org.  The motto of this organization is “Not on our watch.” 

* First responders include fire-fighters, search and rescue, EMTs, disaster relief, and similar 

emergency personnel.  While not all such personnel take an oath to the Constitution, many do, 

and all are a critical audience for our mission. 

Veterans, your Oath NEVER expires! It’s time to keep it! 

Who are Oath Keepers?  Anyone who takes the Constitution seriously, and wants to preserve and 

defend it.   

Below are examples of orders the members of this organization will not honor and represent the 

rights we have engrained in the Constitution.  The first one is about our Second Amendment 

right to bear arms.  It states:  We will NOT obey orders to disarm the American people.  The 

right to bear arms under the 2
nd

 amendment has been under attack but this organization is 

committed to not obey orders to disarm the American people.  

     The second order involves conducting warrantless searches of the American people.  Today 

we as a country face enemies who want to destroy our way of life but we have laws on the books 

that require that any search against the American people be based on warrants which have been 

authorized by the applicable office.  The next order involves orders to detain American citizens 

as “unlawful enemy combatants” or to subject them to military tribunal.  This is an important 

distinction.  As we live in a dangerous world today it is important that citizens are treated with 

respect in conjunction with the rights they have under the Constitution.  When a citizen takes 

action or planned action to do harm to our way of life there are laws in place to address the 

appropriate response.  A military tribunal is not the appropriate method.  Another fact which is 

part of this type of order is the reference to American citizens.  Individuals who are not citizens 

and are in this country to do us harm or cause havoc do not have the rights provided in the 

Constitution.  We are a country who must stand up for our principles. 

     The fourth order listed which the members of this organization will not obey is any 

decision to impose martial law or a “state of emergency” on a state.  While there may be some 

exceptions it is not appropriate or the authority within the federal or state government to 

impose martial law or a state of emergency on a state.  Such action would be extreme and is 

 

 

 
 



contrary to the rights of individuals within a state as defined in the Constitution.  Granted there 

may be areas where a state of emergency would be warranted but no an entire state. 

     States often assert the sovereignty when it comes to unconstitutional orders or laws 

generated by the federal government.  Executive orders are not the law and when they are 

issued they are intended to make changes in policy or rules without going through Congress.  

In addition sometimes laws are passed which contradict the authority of the Constitution or 

they are a violation of state responsibilities according to article 10.  This organization is 

committed to NOT obey orders to invade and subjugate any state that asserts its sovereignty. 

     Though it has never surfaced another order which this organization and members will not 

obey involves an order to blockade American cities, thus turning them into giant concentration 

camps.  In addition this organization is committed to NOT obey any order to force American 

citizens into any form of detention camps under any pretext.  During World War II such action 

took place to for Japanese citizens into detention camps after the attack on Pearl Harbor.  We 

as individuals have rights and this example shows an overreach of authority of the federal 

government.  It is hoped that such action/decision will never take place again and this 

organization is committed to disregarding such orders. 

     In the next order it identifies a situation an order to assist or support the use of foreign 

troops on U.S. soil against the American people to “keep the peace” or to “maintain control”.  

The fact that the commitment to this kind of order is needed raises questions.  There should 

never be any situation where foreign troops are necessary to keep the peace or control.  We 

have law enforcement organizations from the local, state and federal governments.   

     I am glad to see this next order as part of the ones the Oath Keepers and their members will 

not honor.  It states:  We will NOT obey any orders to confiscate the property of the American 

people, including food and other essential supplies.  Many individuals across this country have 

been subjected to unconstitutional confiscation of property under the philosophy of eminent 

domain.  Reports have been generated where the use of this type of government action has 

been an overreach of government especially at the local level.  In some cases the property was 

confiscated and the property has stood vacant with no changes made.  Individuals have fought 

against this type of action some have won while others have lost their battle against 

government decisions of this nature.  In addition including food and essential supplies is also a 

good point to make.  We have a right to sustain our life through the food and other essentials 

we need and no government has the right or authority to take them away from us. 

     The last order in this lists talks about the rights we have under the first amendment such as 

free speech, the right to peaceably assemble and to petition their government for a redress of 

grievances.  Free speech has been under attack for a long time and it is time for us as 

individuals and organizations like the Oath Keepers to send a message that these rights must 

be protected.  This applies not only to our politicians but to the courts.  In addition we have the 

freedom of religion and while there are those individuals who are not religious they should not 

be allowed to restrict our right to express our religious beliefs or display religious material 

such as the Ten Commandments.  Our courts need to be consistent on protecting this 

foundational principle which found this country.   

 

Friends of Oath Keepers are listed below:    

   

Friends of Oath Keepers 



 

Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (CSPOA.org) 

SWAT magazine 

Randall’s adventure & Training/ESEE Knives 

Jews for the Preservation of Firearms (JPFO) 

Ventura munitions 

Freedom law school 

Tenth amendment center 

Gun owners of America 

Fully informed jury association (FIJA) 

 

The friends of Oath Keepers is an impressive list and this organization should be honored to have 

such groups and organizations support the initiative of the Oath Keepers.  

 

The organization of Oath Keepers is one which we should all embrace.  The ten orders which 

this organization will not honor are essential to governments working for the people within the 

Constitution not the people working for the government.  As identified in the founding 

documents we have rights as citizens.  The Magna Carta has a direct relationship to the 

foundation of our Constitution.  Many of the rights and privileges we have today were first 

identified in this document. 

     The Declaration of Independence is a document with which we should all be familiar.  It is a 

document where we as country declared our independence from England.  A portion of this 

document reads: 

“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 

of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 

institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 

such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.” 

 

The Articles of Confederation was the first Constitution of the United States and it established 

the basic philosophy of state sovereignty not a government which controls the rights and 

responsibilities of state governments.  It soon became apparent there were problems with the 

structure and a constitutional convention was convened to draft a new constitution the one we 

have today with options to make changes within an established process. 

 



The Constitution of the United States is the law of the land and should be enforced as it is written 

not as it is interpreted by our elected officials or within our judicial system.  Government has 

limited rights and responsibilities within the Constitution and these are specific.  Granted our 

world is far different than when our country began and this is why some responsibilities of the 

federal government have expanded such as national security.  Issues in which states do not have 

the capacity to make the decisions for their citizens regarding national concerns it is appropriate 

for the federal government to take the responsibility but they should be the exception not the 

rule. 

     The Bill of Rights as engrained in the Constitution specifically states the rights we have and 

should be protected but our politicians and in some cases, not all, our court system wants to 

interpret these rights.  Our rights are clear and there is no need for interpretation.  All citizens 

have these rights and I emphasize citizens.  The rights designate as the Bill of Rights is the 

backbone of our society and interpreting these rights is contrary to their meaning as intended by 

our founding fathers.  The founding fathers of our country would roll over in their graves if they 

know how these rights are being violated today by the very government created to protect them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


